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This year’s joint e-seminar series will return to the topic of dynamic modelling in 
a GIS environment. The series has been organized by Dr Steve Carver and his 
colleagues in the University of Leeds (s.j.carver@leeds.ac.uk) and we are grate-
ful for this help in assembling a programme of presentations by some of the 
world’s best researchers in the field.

Although organized by WUN, the seminars are open to all interested faculty and 
graduate students, world-wide. Because we use the Marratech™ desk top confer-
encing environment, it is very easy to participate using just a standard desk-top 
computing environment with headset and optionally a webcam. Details of how to 
set up your machine to participate and a note on some of the protocols we have 
developed are on our website at http://www.wun.ac.uk/ggisa/seminars.html.

Dynamic spatial modeling is not a scientific discipline in itself; instead spatial 
modeling techniques are used in many fields such as ecology and transport re-
search. In these separate domains spatial modeling methods are applied and de-
veloped, often on an ad hoc basis. How can we make sure that these efforts lead 

http://www.wun.ac.uk/ggisa/seminars.html


to an accumulation of knowledge and avoid missing important developments in 
parallel worlds? Can we promote spatial modeling as a domain in itself by seek-
ing common ground in concepts, methods and software? Can we share out 
knowledge? The series will make a start on these agendas.

The seminars

Each seminar will commence at 1700 GMT.  The dates, presenters and topics are 
as follows:

28th Oct 
Ling Bian (Buffalo): A dynamic social network model for disease transmission. 
Chair: Kirk Harland (Leeds)

4th Nov
Mark Birkin (Leeds): GENeSIS: Generative simulation for the spatial and social 
sciences. Chair: Alison Heppenstall (Leeds)

11th Nov 
Nick Mallenson (Leeds): Agent-based modelling of UK crime
Chair: Andrew Evans (Leeds)

18th Nov 
Raja Sengupta (McGill): What's so spatial about Agent-Based Models? Chair: 
Steve Carver (Leeds)

25th Nov 
Derek Karessenberg (Utrecht): Integrating spatio-temporal GIS data with spa-
tio-temporal models. Chair: Mark Birkin (Leeds)

2nd Dec 
Alex Hagen-Zanker (Technische Universiteit Eindhoven): Validation and cali-
bration of spatial simulation models. Chair: John Stilwell (Leeds)
 

Some references and resources

Nick Mallinson maintains a blog on his research at www.crimesim.blogspot.com 
which contains a wealth of information. 

There is a recent book with some agent-based crime models published by Lin Liu 
and John Eck (editors, 2008) as Artificial Crime Analysis Systems: Using 
Computer Simulations and Geographic Information Systems". (Information 
Science Reference, 485 pages)

http://www.crimesim.blogspot.com/
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Thanks are due to Nick, Raja, Bian Ling and Derek for providing these 
references.

Need to know more?

Further information about the Global GISc academy can be found at our website, 
which is

www.wun.ac.uk/ggisa/index.html
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