The University Consortium for Geographic Information Science (UCGIS) is a non-profit scientific and educational
organization comprised of 60+ member and affiliate institutions. It was established in 1995 to advance research
in the field of Geographic Information Science, expand and strengthen multidisciplinary Geographic Information
Science education, and advocate policies for the promotion of the ethical use of and access to geographic
information and technologies, by building and supporting scholarly communities and networks. UCGIS is the hub
for the GIS research and education community in higher education in the United States.

Research, Teach, and Learn in the Geospatial Sciences
●

●

●

●

Specialized training and career-enhancement for graduate students and junior faculty. For example, in
2017 we held a 2-week NSF-supported Summer School on CyberGIS and Big Data at the University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign, and over 30 individuals from UCGIS schools received $2000 grants to enable their
participation.
Eligibility for the GIS Projects Database. Our worldwide GIS Projects Database is populated with current
opportunities that are suitable to be worked on by students in the geospatial sciences, typically as a
component of their curriculum. Only students from UCGIS member institutions may access the full database
and submit bids to work on projects.
Open access to analytical functionality of the BoK. As its steward, we maintain and publish the one and
only Geographic Information Science & Technology Body of Knowledge (GIS&T BoK). This resource for
students, educators, and professionals documents the core knowledge for our discipline and serves as a
comprehensive touchstone for our dynamic discipline. With future developments, the BoK will support the
design and planning of courses and curricula, and enable evaluation of professional readiness and job
qualifications.
Opportunities to leverage our network and expertise. We collaborate with our institutional members and
partners on grant proposals (info here, pdf). Our areas of expertise, national reach, and low overhead rates
contribute well to ideas that seek expanded capacity and a wide scope.

Experience Geospatial Professional Development
●

●
●

Front-of-the-line access to and knowledge about our programs. For example, in 2017 UCGIS and the
University of Maine received a generous grant from the National Science Foundation for a 40-month
program of professional development activities and resource-development for women in the geospatial
sciences, titled TRELIS (Training and Retaining Leaders in STEM-Geospatial Sciences). The first TRELIS
workshop begins in May 2018 in Madison, Wisconsin.
Free registrations to our webinars. Through our ongoing Webinar series, we offer timely knowledge and
inspiration about a diverse range of relevant geospatial topics, and some are open only to members.
Free registration to our workshops. Our pre-Symposium Workshops are always available at no charge to
those from member institutions who attend our Symposium.

●

Open channels of communication to remain current and voice your opinions on national and international
fronts. We are actively engaged with a variety of national geospatial organizations, such as the Coalition of
Geospatial Organizations (COGO) and the GIS Certification Institute (GISCI), so that we can monitor current
trends and identify key issues that will impact our community, and provide our members with access to
voice their opinions to key stakeholders, for topics such as the 2017 Geospatial Data Act. Worldwide, we
coordinate Memoranda of Understanding with sister geospatial organizations, such as the Association of
Geographic Information Labs in Europe (AGILE), the Open Source Geospatial Foundation (OSGeo), the
International Cartographic Association (ICA), the Australasian Spatial Information Education and Research
Association (ASIERA), and YouthMappers.

Connect, Network, and Be Recognized within the Higher Education GIScience Community
●

●

●

●
●

Enjoy heavily discounted registration fees for our events. At our annual Symposia, participants share and
learn around diverse GIScience topics that are particularly relevant for our higher education community, and
the collegial environment is optimal for networking.
Begin your career by being seen, heard, and honored. During the Symposia, we highlight the scholarly
achievements of graduate students from UCGIS member institutions, offering Graduate Student Research
Awards.
Eligibility to make nominations for prestigious Awards. We recognize leaders in GIScience through our
series of hallmark annual Awards (Education, Research, and Carolyn Merry Mentoring), and our UCGIS
Fellows Program. Scholars worldwide are eligible recipients, but nominations can come only from within our
member and partnership community.
Free posting of announcements, job ads, and other targeted information our website and via our listserve. Non-members pay $200/posting for this service.
Develop and display leadership skills at the national level. Our Board of Directors, Officers, and Committee
members are elected or appointed positions held by individuals from our numerous member universities,
and the GIS&T BoK’s Editorial Team is comprised almost entirely of UCGIS-affiliated scholars. Being a
member of our leadership team is an unequaled opportunity for recognized service to our discipline.

Our activities are possible because of our member institutions, and in turn we enable the faculty, academic staff,
and students of our member institutions to participate and contribute. Our size allows us to be both flexible and
responsive in support of our members, while our scope reaches throughout the geospatial academic community
in higher education. Have your voice be heard within that community by being part of the UCGIS network.

Last updated February 2018

